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APPENDIX IV  

Definition of Disability 
 

The following instructions were given to the Enumerator: 

I. The types of disabilities identified for survey purpose are given below: 

1. In Seeing:  

(i) A person who cannot see at all (has no perception of light) or has blurred vision even with the help 
of glasses or contact lens will be  considered as having disability in “Seeing” or visually disabled. 

(ii) A person with proper vision only in one eye will also be treated as visually disabled. 
(iii) A person may have blurred vision and difficulty in seeing, but would not have tested whether 

her/his eye-sight would improve by using spectacles. Such persons also would be treated as 
visually disabled. 

 
2. In Speech:  

(i)  A person would be recorded as having speech disability, if she/he is dumb or he cannot speak at 
all.  

(ii) A person whose speech is not understood by a listener of normal comprehension and hearing 
would be treated as having speech disability. 

(iii) A person who speaks single words only and is not able to speak in sentences has speech 
disability 

(iv) A person who stammers to that extent that the speech cannot be understood is having speech 
disability.  

 
3. In Hearing: 

(i)  A person who cannot hear at all (deaf) or can hear only loud sounds will be considered as having 
hearing disability 

(ii) A person who is able to hear, only by using hearing-aid will be treated as disabled under this 
category. 

(iii) If a person cannot hear through one ear though her/ his other ear is functioning normally, should 
also be considered as having hearing disability. 

 
4. In Movement:  

(i) If a person does not have leg/s or arm/s or hand/s or there is absence of all the fingers or toes or a 
thumb she/he is disabled in movement                                      

(ii) If any part of the body is deformed (Example: hunch back), the person will be treated as disabled 
under this category   

(iii) A person who cannot move herself/himself or without the aid of another person or without the 
aid of stick, wheel chair etc., will be treated as disabled under this category.  
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APPENDIX IV  

Definition of Disability 
 

The following instructions were given to the Enumerator: 

I. The types of disabilities identified for survey purpose are given below: 

1. In Seeing:  

(i) A person who cannot see at all (has no perception of light) or has blurred vision even with the help 
of glasses or contact lens will be  considered as having disability in “Seeing” or visually disabled. 

(ii) A person with proper vision only in one eye will also be treated as visually disabled. 
(iii) A person may have blurred vision and difficulty in seeing, but would not have tested whether 

her/his eye-sight would improve by using spectacles. Such persons also would be treated as 
visually disabled. 

 
2. In Speech:  

(i)  A person would be recorded as having speech disability, if she/he is dumb or he cannot speak at 
all.  

(ii) A person whose speech is not understood by a listener of normal comprehension and hearing 
would be treated as having speech disability. 

(iii) A person who speaks single words only and is not able to speak in sentences has speech 
disability 

(iv) A person who stammers to that extent that the speech cannot be understood is having speech 
disability.  

 
3. In Hearing: 

(i)  A person who cannot hear at all (deaf) or can hear only loud sounds will be considered as having 
hearing disability 

(ii) A person who is able to hear, only by using hearing-aid will be treated as disabled under this 
category. 

(iii) If a person cannot hear through one ear though her/ his other ear is functioning normally, should 
also be considered as having hearing disability. 

 
4. In Movement:  

(i) If a person does not have leg/s or arm/s or hand/s or there is absence of all the fingers or toes or a 
thumb she/he is disabled in movement                                      

(ii) If any part of the body is deformed (Example: hunch back), the person will be treated as disabled 
under this category   

(iii) A person who cannot move herself/himself or without the aid of another person or without the 
aid of stick, wheel chair etc., will be treated as disabled under this category.  
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II. If a person is disabled as mentioned above enter code according to the following list:          

Disability Code 
In Seeing 1 
In Speech 2 
In Hearing 3 
In Movement 4 
Mental Retardation 5 
Mental Illness 6 
Any Other (Specify) 7 
Multiple Disabilities 8 8 (In this case write 8 and specify the disabilities within brackets 

Example: 8 (1,4) or  8 (2,3,4), 8 (2,7-Epileptic fit), 8(4,5) 
 

III. The disability of a person will be decided with reference to the date of enumeration. Persons with 
temporary disability on the date of enumeration will not be considered as disabled. For example, a 
person's movement may have been restricted because of some temporary injury and she/he is likely to 
return to his normal state after sometime, such a person will NOT be treated as disabled. 
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(iv) A person will be treated as disabled in movement if she / he are unable to move or lift or pick up 
any small article placed near her/ him.  

(v) A person who may not be able to move normally because of problems of joints like arthritis and 
has to invariably limp while moving will also be considered to have movement disability. 

(vi) Very short statured persons (dwarfs) are considered as having movement difficulty. 
 
5. Mental Retardation: This refers to  

(i) A person with lower intelligence or has delayed development (walking, talking, learning           
etc).  

(ii)  One who lacks comprehension appropriate to her/ his age 
(iii) A person who has difficulty in communicating her/his needs and generally depends on     her/his 

family members for performing daily routine. 
 

Note: Mental Retardation is generally from birth. If the person has got mental impairment at a later 
age, it may be mental illness  

 
6. Mental Illness: This refers to  

(i)  A person who exhibits unusual behaviour like talking /laughing to self, staring in space, excessive 
fear and suspicion without reason.  

(ii) A person who has problems like loss of memory, depression etc which are usually related to old 
age  

(iii) Exhibits other symptoms indicative of mental disturbance 
Note: A mentally ill person may or may not take medicines for her/his illness. It should be left to the 
respondent to report whether a member of the household is mentally disabled and no argument may be 
made on this issue. 

 
7. Any other (specify): Examples are specific learning difficulties, Epilepsy which is not controlled 
and which limits daily function etc. Even if you find it difficult to categories based on the explanation 
given by the person, then also write Code 7. 

Multiple Disabilities: This refers to a person having more than one disability described above 
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II. If a person is disabled as mentioned above enter code according to the following list:          

Disability Code 
In Seeing 1 
In Speech 2 
In Hearing 3 
In Movement 4 
Mental Retardation 5 
Mental Illness 6 
Any Other (Specify) 7 
Multiple Disabilities 8 8 (In this case write 8 and specify the disabilities within brackets 

Example: 8 (1,4) or  8 (2,3,4), 8 (2,7-Epileptic fit), 8(4,5) 
 

III. The disability of a person will be decided with reference to the date of enumeration. Persons with 
temporary disability on the date of enumeration will not be considered as disabled. For example, a 
person's movement may have been restricted because of some temporary injury and she/he is likely to 
return to his normal state after sometime, such a person will NOT be treated as disabled. 

  

136 
 

(iv) A person will be treated as disabled in movement if she / he are unable to move or lift or pick up 
any small article placed near her/ him.  

(v) A person who may not be able to move normally because of problems of joints like arthritis and 
has to invariably limp while moving will also be considered to have movement disability. 

(vi) Very short statured persons (dwarfs) are considered as having movement difficulty. 
 
5. Mental Retardation: This refers to  

(i) A person with lower intelligence or has delayed development (walking, talking, learning           
etc).  

(ii)  One who lacks comprehension appropriate to her/ his age 
(iii) A person who has difficulty in communicating her/his needs and generally depends on     her/his 

family members for performing daily routine. 
 

Note: Mental Retardation is generally from birth. If the person has got mental impairment at a later 
age, it may be mental illness  

 
6. Mental Illness: This refers to  

(i)  A person who exhibits unusual behaviour like talking /laughing to self, staring in space, excessive 
fear and suspicion without reason.  

(ii) A person who has problems like loss of memory, depression etc which are usually related to old 
age  

(iii) Exhibits other symptoms indicative of mental disturbance 
Note: A mentally ill person may or may not take medicines for her/his illness. It should be left to the 
respondent to report whether a member of the household is mentally disabled and no argument may be 
made on this issue. 

 
7. Any other (specify): Examples are specific learning difficulties, Epilepsy which is not controlled 
and which limits daily function etc. Even if you find it difficult to categories based on the explanation 
given by the person, then also write Code 7. 

Multiple Disabilities: This refers to a person having more than one disability described above 
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Crude Death Rate 
The number of deaths per 1,000 population in a given year 
 
Economic Activity Rate 
The percentage of economic active population to total population 
 
Dwelling 
The room or the set of rooms in a building in which household resides 
 
Educational Level  
Educational level refers to completed level in this report 
 
Economically Active Population (or labour force) 
Persons with main activity as employed or unemployed during the reference period of one year preceding the 
census date.  
 
Economic Activity Rate of the working age group 
Percentage of economically active population to total population within the age group 15-64 
 
Economically Inactive (or not active) Population 
Persons other than the economically active during the reference period of one year preceding the census date. 
 
Employed 
Comprises persons who were in the following categories for 6 months (183 days) or more during the one year 
preceding the census date: 
(i) Persons who were in paid employment (e.g. working in public or private organization etc). (ii) Persons who, 
during the reference period, performed some work for wage, salary, profit or family gain in cash or kind. (iii) 
Persons who did not do any work for pay or profit during the reference period although they had a job to which 
they could return. (e.g. off season workers like farmers or fishermen), those on sick leave or leave without pay, 
those who could not work due to strike or lockout in the organization they were working. (iv) Persons who were 
self-employed (e.g. Running a shop by himself or herself, selling eatables, practicing as doctors, lawyer etc) 
 
Fertility 
Fertility is defined as the childbearing performance of a woman or group of women measured in terms of the 
actual number of children born. 
 
Gender 
Refers to roles, attitudes and values assigned by culture and society to women and men 
 
Gender Equity 
Means fair treatment of women and men 
 
Literacy Rate 
This is calculated as percentage of literate persons to total population excluding children aged 0 to 6. 
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APPENDIX V 

Glossary 

Adult Literacy Rate 
Percentage of literate population aged 15 and more to total population aged 15 and more in a given area. 
 
Age 
Total years completed by a person on his/her last birthday. 
 
Age Dependency Ratio 
The percentage of population in the younger (0-14) and older (65 +) age groups to population in the age group 
15-64. 
 
Age-Specific Economic Activity Rate 
Percentage of economically active population in an age group to total population in that age group 
 
Age-Specific Fertility Rate 
The number of births to women of a given age group per 1,000 women in that age group 
 
Annual Exponential Growth Rate 
 

 r = logePt −  logePo
t  

 
Pt = Poert 

 
Where, Po is the population at the base year, Pt is the population at year 't' and 't' is the number of years between 
Po and Pt. Here the compounding with the rate of growth 'r' is done on a continuous basis. 
 
Average Household Size 
This is the average number of persons in normal or regular households (i.e. excluding institutional and homeless 
households and households of boat and transient population). 
 
Building 
Building refers generally to a single structure on the ground. Sometimes it is made up of more than one 
component unit which are used or likely to be used as dwelling (residence) or establishments such as shops, 
business houses, offices, factories, workshops, work sheds, schools, place of entertainments, place of worship, 
stores, etc. It is also possible that buildings, which have components units, may be used for a combination of 
purpose such as shop-cum-residence, workshop-cum-residence, office-cum-residence, etc. 
 
Child-Woman Ratio 
This is the ratio of children under 5 years old in a population to women in the age group 15-49. It is computed by 
dividing the number of children aged 0-4 in the population by the number of women aged 15-49. 
  
Crude Birth Rate (CBR) 
The number of live births in a year per 1,000 population. 
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Crude Death Rate 
The number of deaths per 1,000 population in a given year 
 
Economic Activity Rate 
The percentage of economic active population to total population 
 
Dwelling 
The room or the set of rooms in a building in which household resides 
 
Educational Level  
Educational level refers to completed level in this report 
 
Economically Active Population (or labour force) 
Persons with main activity as employed or unemployed during the reference period of one year preceding the 
census date.  
 
Economic Activity Rate of the working age group 
Percentage of economically active population to total population within the age group 15-64 
 
Economically Inactive (or not active) Population 
Persons other than the economically active during the reference period of one year preceding the census date. 
 
Employed 
Comprises persons who were in the following categories for 6 months (183 days) or more during the one year 
preceding the census date: 
(i) Persons who were in paid employment (e.g. working in public or private organization etc). (ii) Persons who, 
during the reference period, performed some work for wage, salary, profit or family gain in cash or kind. (iii) 
Persons who did not do any work for pay or profit during the reference period although they had a job to which 
they could return. (e.g. off season workers like farmers or fishermen), those on sick leave or leave without pay, 
those who could not work due to strike or lockout in the organization they were working. (iv) Persons who were 
self-employed (e.g. Running a shop by himself or herself, selling eatables, practicing as doctors, lawyer etc) 
 
Fertility 
Fertility is defined as the childbearing performance of a woman or group of women measured in terms of the 
actual number of children born. 
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Refers to roles, attitudes and values assigned by culture and society to women and men 
 
Gender Equity 
Means fair treatment of women and men 
 
Literacy Rate 
This is calculated as percentage of literate persons to total population excluding children aged 0 to 6. 
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APPENDIX V 

Glossary 

Adult Literacy Rate 
Percentage of literate population aged 15 and more to total population aged 15 and more in a given area. 
 
Age 
Total years completed by a person on his/her last birthday. 
 
Age Dependency Ratio 
The percentage of population in the younger (0-14) and older (65 +) age groups to population in the age group 
15-64. 
 
Age-Specific Economic Activity Rate 
Percentage of economically active population in an age group to total population in that age group 
 
Age-Specific Fertility Rate 
The number of births to women of a given age group per 1,000 women in that age group 
 
Annual Exponential Growth Rate 
 

 r = logePt −  logePo
t  

 
Pt = Poert 

 
Where, Po is the population at the base year, Pt is the population at year 't' and 't' is the number of years between 
Po and Pt. Here the compounding with the rate of growth 'r' is done on a continuous basis. 
 
Average Household Size 
This is the average number of persons in normal or regular households (i.e. excluding institutional and homeless 
households and households of boat and transient population). 
 
Building 
Building refers generally to a single structure on the ground. Sometimes it is made up of more than one 
component unit which are used or likely to be used as dwelling (residence) or establishments such as shops, 
business houses, offices, factories, workshops, work sheds, schools, place of entertainments, place of worship, 
stores, etc. It is also possible that buildings, which have components units, may be used for a combination of 
purpose such as shop-cum-residence, workshop-cum-residence, office-cum-residence, etc. 
 
Child-Woman Ratio 
This is the ratio of children under 5 years old in a population to women in the age group 15-49. It is computed by 
dividing the number of children aged 0-4 in the population by the number of women aged 15-49. 
  
Crude Birth Rate (CBR) 
The number of live births in a year per 1,000 population. 
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Secondary Economic Activity 
(i) For persons employed for the major part of the year preceding the survey (i.e. main activity employed) 

this refers to a second job or activity which gave him/her additional income in cash or kind. 
(ii) In respect of others (i.e. unemployed or economically inactive for the major part of the year preceding 

the census date) it refers to some job or activity undertaken to earn income in cash or kind. In other 
words it is their marginal work. 

 
Secondary Sampling Units (SSUs) 
The households in the EAs 
Sex Ratio 
The number of males per 100 females in a population 
 
Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) 
It compares the age-specific proportions of those who are never married with those who are ever-married 
calculating the mean age at which the transition between the two states was made. For details of the 
methodology developed by John Hajnal, please see "The Methods and Materials of Demography" by Shryock 
and Siegel. 
 
Total Fertility Rate (TFR) 
The total fertility rate is the number of children which a woman of hypothetical cohort would bear during her life 
time if she were to bear children throughout her life at the rates specified by the schedule of age specific fertility 
rates for the particular year and if none of them dies before crossing the age of reproduction. Therefore Total 
fertility rate is the number of births a woman would have if she experienced a given set of age specific birth rates 
throughout her reproductive span. It is the sum of age-specific fertility rates. 
 
UN Age accuracy Index 
It  is the sum of (i) the mean deviation of the age ratio for males from 100 (ii) the mean deviation of the age 
ratios for females from 100 and (iii) three times the mean of the age-to-age differences in reported sex ratios. In 
this procedure the age ratio is defined as the ratio of the population in a given age group to one-half the sum of 
population in the preceding and following groups. 
 
Unemployed 
Persons who were without employment, but were seeking employment or available for employment, for 6 
months (183 days) or more during the one year preceding the census date. 
 
Urban 
Urban areas are based on the criteria adopted in the “Reclassification of Urban Areas in Cambodia, 2011” 
(February 2012) published by the National Institute of Statistics, Ministry of Planning, Phnom Penh  
 
Usual Activity Status of population 
This refers to the main activity status of a person during the one year preceding the census date as employed, 
unemployed or economically not active. 
 
Whipple’s Index 
Whipple’s Index is a measure of preference for ages ending in 0 and 5. Its range is from 100, indicating no 
preference for 0 and 5, up to 500 indicating that only 0 and 5 were reported. 
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